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CENTRAL/SOUTHERN ILLINOIS SYNOD 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

“Love Others” 
Galatians 5:14 “The entire law is summed up in the 
single command, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

Friday and Saturday 

October 11-12, 2019 

2019 Biennial Convention  

Lake Williamson Retreat Center, Carlinville 

Our activities begin Friday afternoon with registration at 2:00 pm.  The opening program will 
be at 3:00 p.m. and we will conclude Saturday afternoon.  We will have a message from our 
Churchwide Representative, Karen Voris, a talk from a Mission Interpreter, Thrivent 
Representative, Bible study and a panel discussing ‘Opportunities for Women in Leadership’.   

We won’t be sitting all the time!  There will be a hayride, yoga, two service projects, and Fair 
Trade shopping.   

There is business to conduct—besides approving the budget, we will be voting for all officers 
on the board and conference representatives, but need nominations especially for Vice 
President, Treasurer and East Central Conference representative (nominating form inside). 

The Triennial Convention is July 14-16 in Phoenix, Az.  The Convention takes place right before 
the Gathering and is where the voting occurs making changes to the Constitution and 
resolutions are presented.  We can send 2 delegates.  Look for more information to be sent 
out this summer. 
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Dear Sisters in Christ, 

 I hope everyone had a Blessed Easter.  Let us rejoice, as the Lord has risen indeed! I am thankful for the warmer weather, 

green grass and flowering trees and blooming flowers.  I was getting tired of the cold, grey weather.  The warmer weather makes 

it much more pleasant to be outside and to start working in the garden/ flowers or just walking to breathe in the fresh air.  I 

enjoyed visiting Springfield’s Washington Park Botanical Garden with a fabulous spring garden show.  The fragrances were 

fantastic with hundreds of Easter lilies blooming, along many other flowers and orchids. 

 I was blessed to be able to attend the Conference of Presidents (Women of the 

ELCA Presidents) in Chicago on Feb 23-25, 2019.  WELCA has 74 Synods and the ELCA 

church 75.  We had speakers on advocacy, suicide prevention and immigration.  They 

unveiled the 2020 Triennial Gathering Theme of “Just Love”.  The Triennial Gathering 

will be held in Phoenix, Arizona on July 16-19, 2020.  As we all know, Arizona has a 

dry heat, so if it is 100 degrees it won’t be bad at all.  There will be plenty of air 

conditioning.   

There was discussion on how to get new women involved, discussion on declining 

membership and offerings, for example Thank offerings declining from $1.6 million in 

1997 to $647,000 in 2018.  They encouraged units to continue giving their regular 

offerings and especially Thank offerings.  An exploratory committee has been formed to discuss change for WELCA, possibly in 

the constitution or business model.  They are asking how we can best fulfill our organization’s mission and purpose.  Please give 

them your feedback thru your emails, letters or on their website, womenoftheelca.org.  The spring newsletter of Interchange has 

more information and your church leader should have a copy. 

 I attended the North East Conference Spring Gathering on April 6, 2019 in Fairbury and enjoyed having fellowship with other 

Lutheran women.  We had several speakers and of course a great lunch!  I look forward to attending the North West Conference 

on June 1st in Arenzville.  The Southern Conference met April 28th in Carbondale and I regret missing their great program about 

Service dogs for Military veterans, but enjoyed visiting my young son in the Los Angeles, California area.  Please let me know 

when you are having circle meetings or special events so I or one of our Conference Representatives can attend.  We would be 

happy to share Central/Southern Illinois news with you. 

 Thank you for all you do with service projects, Bible studies and fellowship with our sisters in Christ.  We have many BOLD 

WOMEN in WELCA who are amazing and have great life stories to share.  As our advocacy speaker in Chicago said, we need to 

“Esther Up” by standing boldly for justice and helping those who need our support.  See you at the C/SIS Synod Assembly June 6-

8 in Springfield!  Come visit our WELCA table and sign up for a scholarship to attend the fall Biennial Convention October 11-12, 

2019 in Carlinville.   

Your Sister in Christ, 

Jean Scherer 

President C/SIS WELCA 

 

      We will be electing 2 delegates and 1 alternate to 
represent our Synod at the Eleventh Triennial Convention 
of the Women of the ELCA July 14-16, 2020 in Phoenix, 
Arizona.   

 

      Please prayerfully consider this opportunity to join 
women from all over the United States for this event. 
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C/SIS WELCA 

Treasurer’s Report 

February 01 – May 02, 2019 
 

The current balance (today) in our C/SIS WELCA account is $6200.92. 

 

Income: 

1/28 Trinity, Litchfield        Regular offering    $ 60.00 

1/31 Holy Cross, Decatur       Regular offering    $150.00 

02/11 St. Peter, Glasford       Regular offering    $150.00 

02/14 First English, Peoria       Regular offering    $600.00 

03/01 Trinity, Canton        Regular offering    $ 62.50 

03/06 Salem, Jonesboro        Regular offering    $150.00 

03/18 Grace & Peace, Peoria       Regular offering    $ 36.90 

03/19 St. John, Sibley        Regular offering    $ 60.00 

03/25  Wartburg Parish        Regular offering    $ 22.50 

03/31 St. Peter, Arenzville       Regular offering    $ 10.00  

04/01 Our Redeemer, Marion       Regular offering    $100.00 

04/03 St. Paul, Forrest        Regular offering    $ 71.00  

02/19   Christ Community, Columbia  Regular offering   $ 20.00 

04/17      Immanuel, Minonk                       Regular offering      $ 82.50  

                                                                                 Total: $1575.40 
 

04/22  NE Conf. Spring Gathering         Offering (1/2)            $359.50 

04/22  NE Conference                             Excess funds              $   29.50 

04/28  So. Conf. Spring Gathering         Offering (1/2)            $  25.00  

        Total:  $414.00 
  

Expenses: 

02/09 Rebbecca Sipf, Northern Conference: Return $300.00 

02/09 Lake Williamson Christian Center: Deposit  $500.00 

02/09 Jean Scherer: Discounted WELCA gifts for BC $250.00 

02/09 Women of the WELCA (CWO): Offering gift  $500.00 

03/05 Michael Sue Schmidt: Deposit @ LWCC/SWO Bd. $  50.00 

04/11 Penny Madlinger: Stamps/Save Date cards  $  70.00 

05/02  Women of the ELCA (CWO) Q1                                    $1159.70 

                                                       Total: $2829.70 

Respectfully submitted ,   

Lynn C. Smith, Treasurer 

Central/Southern Illinois Synod, Women of the ELCA 

Thank you Lynn, for serving as our 

Treasurer.  We are sorry your term is up 

but know you will stay close to us in 

other roles. 

A Treasurer can serve 

two consecutive terms.  

This is a position that 

needs to be filled at our 

conference even though 

the term actually begins 

in February (due to the 

accounting cycle).   

Please talk to Lynn if 

you have any questions 

and prayerfully 

consider this very 

important position. 
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       April 28th was the date of the Spring Gathering for the 
Southern Conference WELCA. We met at Epiphany 
Lutheran in Carbondale. We were welcomed by Kate 
Worsala, Chair of Epiphany WELCA; opening worship was 
then led by Pastor Marlin Otte and singing was 
accompanied by Jane Otte.  
 
       A presentation by “This Able Veteran”, an organization 
that trains service dogs for veterans who suffer with PTSD 
was very well received and impressive. Carbondale is home 
to one of the two training facilities in the USA; they are 
working on opening a third. 
 

Debra Rathert 

Southern Conference Representative 

Pictured is one of the trainers, 
the manager and “Harley”, a 
pup in training. 

Cindy Lierly 

Northwest Conference Representative 

The NW Conference is holding its spring meeting June 1 at St. Peter 

Lutheran Church in Arenzville.  Registration 9:15 a.m., devotion 

10:00 a.m.  We will have a group discussion, short business meeting 

and lunch. 

Miranda Searcy 

Vice President 

     We thank Miranda for her  almost 2 years of 

service as our Vice President.   

     Her husband has taken a call in Oklahoma.  We 

will miss her and wish them well.   

Bonnie Hartke 

West Central Conference Representative 

We are looking for members who would like to put 

something together for the West Central.  Bonnie’s 

home church is small but very active in the community. 
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Central/Southern Illinois Synod Women of the ELCA 

Nomination Form 

October 11-12, 2019 

Lake Williamson Christian Center 

Carlinville, Illinois 

We invite you to prayerfully consider serving on the Synodical Women’s Board.   

We will be electing women to serve two-year terms.   

The offices we will be filling are Vice President and Treasurer.  Open representative positions are in the 

East Central and Northern conferences.  To represent our Synod at the 2020 Gathering in Phoenix we are 

looking for 2 delegates and 1 alternate.   

If you are willing to have your name put before the conference please fill out the form below indicating 

which position(s) in which you have an interest.   

 

Name:               

Address:              

Cell Phone:      Home Phone:       

Email:               

Church Name:        Church City:      

Position(s) I would like to fill:           

 

Signature:          Date:     

Send completed form by September 10, 2019: 

Penny Madlinger 124 N 5th Street Dupo, IL 62239 

For more information, call 618-964-4969 
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 As Women of the ELCA, we continue to pray for and support Toromare Mananato.  The 

WELCA Board voted to help with car repairs this spring.  Her car is 11 years old and she travels to 

five different synods in the southern area of Madagascar.  In January of this year she headed south 

to a bible school.  One of the students died of measles and Toromare used her car to take the body 

to the parents’ hometown.  During the travel, rains caused flooding and very difficult car travel.  

Toromare’s car broke down and she had to 

leave it there.  She now uses the bus to trav-

el and it is very difficult.  These pictures are 

worth a thousand words. 

 

During the coming months we hope to be 

able to support Toromare’s goals of provid-

ing fees, school kits and snacks for poor 

children in the 5 Southern Synods.  As this 

woman continues to be a light to so many, 

may we continue to be a light to her. 

 

 

At this time we are able to send $1200.  The repairs will 

cost $1800 total.  If you, as an individual, or a WELCA 

group would like to add to this amount, please contact 

Lynn Smith at lynncsmith42@gmail.com or 

618.303.2542.   

 

 

 

    

 

 

Blessings to All, 

Mike Schmidt 

Mission Chair 

 

 

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.  Philippians 4:13 
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Biennial Convention Registration Form 

October 11-12, 2019 

Lake Williamson Christian Center 

Carlinville, Illinois 

Name:             

Address:            

Cell Phone:     Home Phone:      

Email:             

Church Name:      Church City:      

Allergies:     Dietary Concerns:     

Emergency Contact:           

 I’m a voting member 

 I’m rooming with 

 Find me a fun roommate! 

You can register for the whole weekend, or if you can’t make it both days,  

register for Friday (including dinner) or Saturday (including lunch). 

 

 Two-day Registration $80 

 Friday only Registration $40 

 Saturday only Registration $40 

 

Complete one form for each attendee.   

Registration must be postmarked by September 15, 2019  

and accompanied by full payment.   

Send your completed form and payment to: 

Penny Madlinger 

124 N 5th Street 

Dupo, IL 62239 

For more information, call 618-964-4969 
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Biennial Convention Scholarship Application 

October 11-12, 2019 

Lake Williamson Christian Center 

Carlinville, Illinois 
 

Six scholarships, one per conference, covering the registration fee will be given on a  

first-requested basis.  However, preference will be given to first-time  

attendees and youth (under 25). 

Name:             

Address:            

Cell Phone:     Home Phone:      

Email:             

Church Name:      Church City:      

Allergies:     Dietary Concerns:     

Emergency Contact:           

I am a: 

 First-time attendee   

 Age 25 or younger 

 

Signature:         Date:    

Please return form by September 10, 2019: 

Penny Madlinger 

124 N 5th Street 

Dupo, IL 62239 

For more information, call 618-964-4969 

Are you attending the 2019 Synod Assembly June 6-8th?      

Check out the WELCA table in the Exhibit Hall.   

Several of your Board members will be in attendance:  Jean Scherer, 
Lynn Smith, Penny Madlinger, and Debra Rathert.  

 Please say ‘Hi’ if you see them.   
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Hello friends! 
 
      I hope this update finds you in good health and happy.  So glad to hear that you are having some nicer 
weather these days.  Let me tell you, it is HOT here.  It has been in the 90’s for the last two or three weeks 
straight.  Now it is not a humid heat, but it is a constant heat.  Whenever I speak to someone via video chat 
they remark about how dark I am and how long my hair is!!!  Well, that comes from a lot of sun and no 
haircut for the last 4 months.  I stay out of the sun as much as possible but, of course, sometimes it is una-
voidable (yes, I am wearing sunscreen!!).  We haven’t had much rain either so that hasn’t helped with the 
heat.  It does get somewhat cooler at night but with no air conditioning or fan, it is sometimes uncomforta-
ble to sleep.  I guess that just comes with the mission.  My cool baths with a basin feel good at the end of 
the day though!!  Don’t really miss the hot water. 
     It is April and we have just a couple more weeks in this school term.  The school system here is split up 
into three terms.  The first is from February until the beginning of May.  Then we break for 3 weeks.  Then 
the second term is from the end of May to the end of August.  Then we are out for another 3 weeks.  Then 
the third term is from the middle of September until the end of November.  Then we are out from the end 
of November until the beginning of February.  That is their long break.  I think I will plan to come home dur-
ing that time next year and spend Christmas at home.  Christmas in Uganda was nice this year, but I look 
forward to Christmas at home next year.   
      School has been going well.  It is amazing that the other day we had a “rain” day instead of a snow day.  
It was raining hard and storming in the early morning and lasted until about 9:45am.  When it rains that 
much the dirt road turn to mud and it is very slippery to walk on.  Our children all walk to school from their 
homes.  This is the first day where the children stayed home because of rain.  There were 6 kids who made 
the trek in the rain but the rest of the 19 stayed home.  We were small but mighty on that day. 

     Planning on doing a couple of little road trips during the break from school.  Going to spend a couple of 
days at a Marriott in Entebbe for my birthday weekend in May.  Enjoy a little air conditioning and a hot show-
er for a couple of days.  There is a beautiful pool there and it sits right on Lake Victoria.  Not to mention they 
have a fantastic continental breakfast.  Keeps you full until dinner.  Thanks to my brother in law Joe for his 
Marriott discount.  Then we plan to go up north to Kaabong in Karamoja.  Barbara’s husband is working 
there, so we are going to go and visit.  It is supposed to be a beautiful area.  Looking forward to getting out 
and about a bit. 

Kristin Schattschneider 

Little Lambs Learning Center  

Uganda 
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C/SIS WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

Penny Madlinger, Secretary 
124 N 5th Street 
Dupo, IL 62239 

FOR THE WOMEN OF: 

2017-2019 SYNODICAL BOARD 
 

Executive Board Conference Representative 
 
Jean Scherer, President Bonnie Hartke, West Central Conference Rep 
j.d.scherer2@gmail.com rbhartke@yahoo.com 
C: 217-725-0301 C: 217-825-5583 
 
Miranda Searcy, Vice President Cindy J. Lierly, Northwest Conference Rep 
mirandasearcy97@gmail.com hummingbirdcol98@yahoo.com 
C: 580-603-3707 H: 217-430-1871 
 
Penny Madlinger, Secretary Donna Schuler, Northeast Conference Rep 
pmadlinger@gmail.com donna.schuler@yahoo.com 
C: 618-964-4969 C: 217-714-2344 
 
Lynn C Smith, Treasurer Debra Rathert, Southern Conference Rep 
lynncsmith42@gmail.com djrathert56@yahoo.com 
C: 618-303-2542 C: 618-318-2026 
 
Mike Schmidt, Mission Chair Rebecca Sipf, Northern Conference Rep. 
mikeschmidt928@gmail.com beccagurl1@hotmail.com 
C: 618-791-0386 C: 937-408-9461 
 
 East Central Conference Rep. (open) 
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