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CENTRAL/SOUTHERN ILLINOIS SYNOD 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

     We in the C/SIS Synod of WELCA continue to support our companion church - the Malagasy Lutheran Church 

in Madagascar.  On Feb. 9th of this year, I was able to contact Toromare Mananato via e-mail to ask how we could 

continue to support her work with the women of Madagascar.  She was overwhelmed with gratitude to hear from 

us and very thankful for all our help in the past. As you can imagine, there is much to do to spread God’s Word.  

The C/SIS board of WELCA voted to help with several of Toromare’s wish list items.   

     On April 4th a new computer and printer were delivered for the women of Tolanaro Synod to complete their 

reports and administrative duties so God’s work can continue in their region, especially for the women.  Also, a 

camera and recorder were received for the National Women’s Magazine staff to share news and teach Lutheran 

Christian faith.  The magazine is published every three months.  In addition, the board has allocated $1,000 to fund 

the repairs to Toromare’s car as it is essential that she is able to travel safely. The check was put in the mail on 

May 2.  It will get to her via the Synod, then the Global Mission unit of the ELCA, and then the Malagasy 

Lutheran Church! 

     There are many other needs that we hope to be able to assist Toromare with over the next several years.  Please 

keep her in your prayers, as well as all those who work tirelessly to spread God’s love and hope. 

     In closing I will end with a quote from Toromare in one of our e-mail letters—“we hold hands together 

because together we can do more.” 

Peace and Blessings to all, 
Michael Sue Schmidt 
Mission Chair C/SIS 

Toromare Mananato 

Dear Sisters in Christ, 
 

The Lord works in mysterious ways.  When I did not know how to 
create a website for our Central/Southern Illinois Synod WELCA, 
I happened to have a meeting with Bishop Roth.  He graciously 
offered to have Tucker Good , the Bishop’s technology assistant, 
help us with our website. Tucker has been such a blessing and has 
done a fantastic job getting our new website operational. It will be 
linked to the C/SIS ELCA website to help us spread God’s word 
and invite others to join us.  Tucker also helped us film a video 
about what WELCA means to different women, and it will be 
coming soon.  Thank you again to Bishop Roth and Tucker Good 
for their assistance and support.  
  
I hope everyone enjoys the summer and the beauty of God’s 
creation.  Relax, rejuvenate and recharge over the 
summer.  Remember to keep WELCA in your prayers and 
continue to offer your financial support especially to Katie’s 
Fund.  Katie’s Fund helps support leadership development, global 
connections and living theology. Never underestimate the power 
of thousands or millions of women who stand up for those less 
fortunate, as Jesus did.   
 

God Bless You! 
Jean Scherer, President 
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A TRULY AMAZING WOMAN OF GOD  

     One of the guest speakers at the C/SIS 2003 Women of the ELCA Biennial Convention 

was a short, vibrant, engaging woman from Madagascar by the name of Toromare 

Mananato. At that time, I didn't know how she would engage me, inspire me or affect my 

life. Our president, Robin Bert, had gone with the bishop on a mission trip to Madagascar 

when the newly founded ELCA had established the Sister Synod program. Our  

Central/Southern Illinois Synod had chosen part of Madagascar, and a representative group 

was sent there to learn about the people and the very well-established Malagasy Lutheran 

Church.  

     As they were shown various facilities that the church funded or supported in some way, 

our synodical group met Toromare who was running a Bible school. Here people learned to 

read and write in English as well as in their own language. Toromare thought that learning 

English was essential to the advancement of her people, and she was also fervently trying to 

spread the Gospel any way that she could. So, she needed as many English Bibles as she 

could obtain. We sent Bibles, dictionaries, and bicycles as part of our synod's outreach.  

     Robin Bert was so impressed with Toromare’s zest for living, and her tremendous faith 

and courage, that she asked Toromare to come to America in September of 2003. She 

wanted Toromare to explain what she did in her country, how much she had a heart for the 

Gospel and missionary work, and how she was trying to become a pastor in Madagascar 

even though women at that time were not allowed to become pastors. Even Toromare's 

father, himself a pastor, discouraged her from proceeding with her plan to go to seminary. 

     As a result, Toromare was the guest speaker at our Biennial in 2003 and while in Springfield visiting and speaking at all 

our ELCA churches here, she stayed in my home. One night we were driving home from a meeting at Grace Lutheran in 

Springfield and thunder rumbled across the sky. Lightning flashed 

and the streets were flooded, especially underpasses. We had quite 

an exciting ride home and Toromare was not afraid. She said that 

she wished it would rain like this in her own country where rain is 

much needed and drought frequent. One evening standing in my 

bathroom she asked if Americans took a shower every day. 

Washing was a real treat in Madagascar and usually it was out of a 

bucket when there was enough water.  

     After this visit Robin approached our C/SIS Women of the 

ELCA board of which I was mission chair and asked if we could 

support a fund-raising effort to educate Toromare at one of our 

seminaries. Eventually after many speeches, articles and pleas for money our women's group was able to send Toromare first 

to a special college to learn better English and then to Wartburg Seminary in Iowa where she studied to become a pastor. In 

doing this we partnered with our church's Global Missions unit.  

     Later when Diana Krueger, and then I, became president, we encouraged our ladies to support Toromare's job as the 

Secretary General of her own Malagasy Lutheran Women's Association. We funded a house which the women could rebuild 

and repair so that they could open a wayfarers’ house for visitors. This would serve as a mission project and allow the women 

to earn some money for their own group which badly needed funds. 

     While this was going on, Toromare was also busy visiting and treating the sick in the prisons in her region as well as 

guiding teachers in ways to spread the Word of God in their schools and churches. Meanwhile, she had two serious 

motorcycle accidents. She was using that mode of transportation to get around to her various jobs and was very badly burned 

in both accidents. Because of her adventures on motorcycles our synodical Women of the ELCA bought her a car. Now she is 

faced with the cost of maintaining the car and perhaps that will be another undertaking which we will take on.  

     We cannot know what it is to walk in Toromare's shoes because life is so different in her country. We can pray for her and 

her various ministries and support her as we are able. The past couple of years she has been elected as the only woman on the 

board of the Malagasy Lutheran Church, which is a great honor. However, she is still not an ordained pastor, but she is 

certainly doing her job to foster the Kingdom of God. 

Respectfully yours, Mary Plymire, Past President C/SIS Women of the ELCA 
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Warm Greetings from Madagascar On behalf of women Association of Malagasy Lutheran Church, I would like to 
give you thanks. Thanks for gift from you a digital camera and digital recorder, battery charger of the battery. It is 
very helpful for our work here because we have women magazine publish 4700 every three months called Diadema 
(crown). The aim of having this magazine is to provide Bible study, theological reflection, health guideline, and food. 
Moreover, to share information and enforce women’s knowledge . Again, thanks for supporting our ministry. You 
give it is not you have a lot but because your heart full of love,  

Dear the President, 

We are happy and thankfully for your gift and your help. Thank you for your generosity. It is favorable for us 
cordially. We will use those materials for improve preaching the Gospel. Those are the materials which you given to 
us: Dictaphone and Camera with those articles.  

The women National General Secretary  
RABAONIRINA Esther  

 

Check out our NEW website: 

welca-csis.org 
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NEWS FROM OUR CONFERENCES 

The Northeast spring gathering was held 

on April 7, 2018 at St. Peter Lutheran 

Church in Dwight with the theme “Sing 

into Spring” with the Sweet Adeline’s 

“Four to Go” providing entertainment.   

The Northeast Conference Fall Gathering 

will be October 6, 2018 at St. John 

Lutheran Church, 511 W. Jackson, 

Cullum. 

The Northwest Conference held its 

spring gathering on May 5, 2018, at 

Christ Lutheran Church in Quincy. 

Bobbi White, an author of two books 

and a successful, local business 

woman was the speaker. 

The Southern conference assembly met on April 29th at St. 
Luke's in Campbell Hill. We had two speakers from the Kairos 
ministry. This is a non-denominational prison ministry operating 
in various prisons. 
 
May 10th St. Luke’s hosted a Mayfest. A raffle was held to 
benefit the Covering House in St. Louis, an organization that 
helps victims of sex trafficking. After dinner, we enjoyed a 
concert from a barber shop quartet! 
 
The WELCA group of Epiphany is planning an outing to Ste. 
Genevieve to see the sights on July 7th. We are also going to try 
to meet monthly for a bible study over the summer. 
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2018 C/SIS Women of the ELCA 

Fall Retreat in Champaign/Urbana 

October 19-20, 2018 

 

Friday: 

 We will meet at St. Matthew Lutheran Church at 2200 Philo Road, Urbana.  Registration starts at 3:30 with 

the retreat beginning at 4:00 pm.  Tracy Barkly will lead a tour of the Sola Gratia Farms for those who are 

able.  She will share how they are helping to feed a multitude using good stewardship of the land.  After 

dinner, we will learn a few simple Tai Chi exercises for fall prevention and balance. 

Saturday: 

Registration is at Grace Lutheran Church on 3135 Prospect Street in Champaign at 9:30 am.  A light 

breakfast will precede the retreat at 10:00 a.m.  Pastor Maggie Falenscheck from St. Matthew Lutheran 

Church will lead us in Bible study.  Rachel Bass-Guennewig will instruct us in easy yoga.  We will be 

transported to Tanzania by Rose Moser to learn about fair trade coffee.  

Registration is only $10 for 1 day on Friday or Saturday, or $20 for both days.  Our service project will be 

school kits for Lutheran World Relief.  Look for more information to come with a list of available hotels in 

the area.  

 Come have fun and fellowship and help us Praise the Lord! 

Luke 1:38  “Here am I, the servant of the Lord….” 

Some of the Board members visited the Sola Gratia Farms while preparing for the Fall Retreat.  

We believe you will  enjoy seeing this operation and eating some of the harvest for dinner.  You 

can check their website www.solagratiasca.com. 
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WELCA-C/SIS 

Penny Madlinger 
Secretary 
124 N 5th Street 
Dupo, IL 62239 

FOR THE WOMEN OF: 

2017-2019 SYNODICAL BOARD 
 

Executive Board Conference Representative 
 
Jean Scherer, President Bonnie Hartke, West Central Conference Rep 
j.d.scherer2@gmail.com rbhartke@yahoo.com 
C: 217-725-0301 C: 217-825-5583 
 
Miranda Searcy, Vice President Cindy L Lierly, Northwest Conference Rep 
mirandasearcy97@gmail.com jlierlylou@yahoo.com 
C: 580-603-3707 H: 217-430-1871 
 
Penny Madlinger, Secretary Donna Schuler, Northeast Conference Rep 
pmadlinger@gmail.com donna.schuler@yahoo.com 
C: 618-964-4969 C: 217-714-2344 
 
Lynn C Smith, Treasurer Debra Rathert, Southern Conference Rep 
lynncsmith42@gmail.com djrathert56@yahoo.com 
C: 618-303-2542 C: 618-318-2026 
 
Mike Schmidt, Mission Chair East Central Conference Rep. (open) 
mikeschmidt928@gmail.com 
H: 618-791-0386 Northern Conference Rep. (open) 


