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Anne Hunsaker 
 
 

The Fall Northwest Conference met October 
17, 2009 at Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Golden, Il.  Immanuel Lutheran in Golden was 
in charge of registration.  Pastor of Trinity led 
devotions.  Patty Stinson, Coordinator, wel-
comed everyone.  A special welcome to Trish 
Deppermann, our new Synod President.  The 
theme for our meeting was “Bee’s in Your 
Bonnet” and the Beatitudes.  Included were 
songs, bible trivia, and everyone took parting 
making “bonnets’ out of wrapping paper 
(fashioned over a bowl) and flowers.  An im-
pressive “Fashion Parade” followed showing 
the many talents of the “designers” present. 
  The collection was to be shared by they 
Synod and “In Your Service” in Jacksonville.  
The Trinity church ladies provided breads and 
coffee during registration and a delicious 
salad luncheon following the meeting.  The 
spring meeting will be hosted by  Salem Lu-
theran of Mendon. 
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Roxanne Hochsprung 
 

“Resuscitate, Recalibrate and Rejuvenate!” - 
the three “R’s” of women today.   
 
Resuscitate, Recalibrate and Rejuvenate was 
the title and theme of the Northern Conference 
Sonshine Brunch held on Saturday, Oct. 24, at 
Zion Lutheran in Peoria.  The 82 in attendance 
thoroughly enjoyed a “Second Hand Rose” 
Style Show featuring models from Northern 
Conference churches.  Each model purchased 
attire at thrift shops in the area. Outfits were 
quite fashionable and reasonably priced (dare I 
say cheap!). 
 
Shirley Johnson, president of Lutheran Women 
of Greater Peoria, spoke to the group about the 
“Churchmouse” thrift shop, located on the 
corner of Main and Sheridan Rd in Peoria.  
Donations of clothing, household items, 
furniture and small appliances are sorted, 
resuscitated, and displayed for resale.  2008 
revenues boasted sales of $853,000 alone.  
The personal attention by volunteers can 
recalibrate the customers simply by providing 
companionship and conversation. 
Small table discussion were held to rejuvenate 
into the Women of the ELCA.  Participants were 
asked to think out of the box and did so!   
An offering was taken with half going to C/SIS 
and the other half to the Churchmouse.   
Synod President, Trish Deppermann, was in 
attendance.  The Northern Conference is 
privileged to have three on the Synod Board:  
Trish Deppermann, President; Ruby Chelgren, 
Mission-Action; and Roxanne Hochsprung, 
Conference representative. 
As conference representative, please keep me 
informed of your congregation’s events and 
happenings.  Communication is vital to 
resuscitation, recalibration, and rejuvenation.  
My contact info is: Roxanne Hochsprung, 5519 
N Pepperwood Ct, Peoria, IL 61615.  Phone: 
309-683-3345; Email:hochsprung@hotmail.com 
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Please make note of the address for our new 
treasurer, Annette Flanigan.  Annette will assume 
responsibilities beginning February 1, 2010.  
Please forward all monies to her thereafter. 
 
Annette Flanigan 
1290 South Lincoln Avenue 
Kankakee IL 60901 
 
H: 815-935-5542 
Email: flanielip@comcast.net 

 

Check out our web site:    
www.welca-csis.org  
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Doris Riecks 
 

The West Central Conference Fall meeting was held on Saturday, October 31, 2009, at the Peace 
Lutheran Church, Belleville, IL.  The theme was “Reformation Rendezvous”. 
LSSI Storybook Project was the program with a physical offering of children’s books and CD’s col-
lected. The worship offering will be divided equally between LSSI Storybook Project and C/SIS 
Women of the ELCA.  The speaker was Susan Lawson from LSSI.  She presented an interesting 
program covering the story book ministry used at Southwestern Illinois Correctional Center and Gra-
ham Correction Center. 
Devotions began at 10 am followed by a short break and then the business meeting.  The Re-
corder/Treasurer reported 26 in attendance.  Special guests were Mary Plymire, past president of 
C/SIS Women of the ELCA and  Trish Deppermann, recently elected president at the Biennial Con-
vention held in September 2009.  Trish announced the date of the Camp Griesheim retreat as March 
20, 2010.   The women of Zion Lutheran, Mt. Olive will host the Spring West Central Conference 
meeting.  Following the meeting a delicious lunch was served by the host church.  Each church rep-
resented provided a dessert and a copy of the recipe for a wonderful sampler. 

There are a number of churches in the synod who are re-
evaluating their status as members of the ELCA in light of 
some of the resolutions passed at the Churchwide Assembly 
this summer.  It is important to remember that is your church 
chooses to leave the ELCA, your unit itself will cease to ex-
ist and any assets of the unit, after payment of debts, will 
need to be transferred to the churchwide Women of the 
ELCA.  Also, if one of your members is serving on a synodi-
cal or conference board, she will have to resign since she 
will no longer by a member of an ELCA congregation.  We 
sincerely hope that we don’t loose any of you!  IF you have 
any questions, please contact Trish Deppermann at 309-
645-3885 or Cindi Eidson at 618-697-0446. 
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The Illinois State Historical Society wants to reco gnize and honor 150+ year-old church 
in the state as part of its 2010 Illinois History S ymposium.  Churches of all denomina-
tions that were established prior to 1861 are eligi ble to apply for the sesquicentennial 
recognition, which will be presented at a special b anquet.  For more information about 
the program, call 217-525-2781.  The Sesquicentenni al Church application is available 
on-line at www.historyillinois.org. 
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The 2009-2011 Board of the 
Central/Southern Illinois Synod 
meet for the first time in No-
vember to start their planning 
of upcoming events.  Pictured 
are: Back Row: Doris Riecks, 
Bobbi Thomas, Evelyn Schu-
ette, Marilyn Oftedal, Trish 
D e p p e rm an n ,  Ro xa n n e 
Hochsprung, Annette Flani-
gan, Anne Hunsaker and Thi 
Bowden.  Front Row: Karen 
Veith, Ruby Chelgren and 
Cindi Eidson. 
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