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Dear Sisters in Christ, 

This first year as your president has already past.  WOW!  It has been amazing. Your board 

is working hard on the Spring Event and Biennial for 2011.  I am so blessed to be part of 

such wonderful faith based women from all over this state.  You have encouraged me with 

notes and words of wisdom and your prayers have sustained me through some rocky mo-

ments. 

Our fall retreat in Alton was nothing less than a time of renewal and awe in what our gra-

cious Lord has given us.  The experience on the river was so much more than any of us ex-

pected.  Annette Flanigan gave a wonderful devotion and gave us the opportunity to con-

nect with others in stations of thought and prayer.  Our tours given by the rangers was in-

formational and well planned.  The walking tour was a lesson in the beauty of the earth 

and a lesson in what our forefathers endured in settling of the prairie lands of Illinois.  

Women joining together for a meal on the patio with the sounds of the river behind us was 

awesome.  Pastor Bill Veith and his congregation led us in worship with a wonderful mes-

sageé.it even rained and gave us more water to praise God for! :)  We missed you if you 

werenõt there but pray you will be able to join us in Belleville in the spring.  This will be 

another time to appreciate and dedicate ourselves to taking care of something near and 

dear to our Lord: our bodies, minds and our spirits.  Wonõt you join us? 

I would be remiss if I didnõt remind to you to please prayerfully consider joining us in Spo-

kane, Washington next July for the 8th Triennial Gathering.  What an opportunity to meet 

other women. All rejoicing in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. All with a mission. 

Whether it be prayer shawls, quilts, food pantries, supporting our missionaries or other 

personal missions, we are all women acting boldly!  Come Renew, Respond and Rejoice! 

Your nominating committee for the Biennial next September will begin working on filling 

positions for your new board.  If someone calls and asks you to serve, please prayerfully 

consider.  We all have gifts to share; wonõt you share yours?  

Thank you for allowing me to be a part of your ministry, through our risen Lord, Jesus 

Christ. 

Blessings, 

Trish Deppermann 

President 

C/SIS Women of the ELCA 
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Roxanne Hochsprung 
 

ñInspiration of the Evergladesò 

 

 Northern Conference Women of the 
ELCA had a very enjoyable morning on 
Saturday, October 23!  Sue Van Wassenhove 
presented a program titled: ñInspiration of the 
Evergladesò.  Sue is the author of a childrenôs 
book of poetry and illustrated the book with her 
own handmade quilt designs.  The 80 women in 
attendance were treated to beautiful pictures of 
birds, animals, and scenery of the Everglades 
in a video presentation and talk as well as be 
able to see and touch her quilt handiwork.  
Another highlight of the program was the 
display of many, many quilts made womenôs 
groups form Northern Conference churches for 
Lutheran World Relief!  Total number of quilts 
on display is unknown however they truly are 
amazing works of art and made with love for 
others in need.  In kind gifts of fabric were 
distributed to groups in attendance to continue 
their work! 

 Also on display were two large quilt 
pieces representing churches in the Central/
Southern Illinois Synod!  A number of years ago 
churches in the synod were asked to create a 
quilt block for the ñWELCA QUILTò.  Attendees 
enjoyed searching for their churchôs square!  
And surprise one attendee stood up and said 
she is one who helped sew the pieces together!  
These quilts are stored at the synod office in 
Springfield, should any unit wish to óborrowô 
them.  Trish Deppermann, President of the C/
SIS Women of the ELCA, is the contact person. 

 

Check out our web site:    

www.welca-csis.org  

YYY 

This newsletter was addressed to our most current database information.  

If you have a more address for your unit/church, please advise Karen 

Veith, 1600 Common St, Alton, IL 62002 or kveith@charter.net. 

WEST CENETRAL CONFERENCE 
Doris Riecks 
 

 The West Central Conference Co-
Coordinators, Mary Plymire and Marilyn 
Hamblin, have set the date for the spring 
meeting.  It will be held on Saturday, March 26, 
2011, at the Grace Lutheran Church, 
Springfield, Il and will be hosted by women of 
Grace Church and Luther Memorial Church, 
also of Springfield.  The hours are 8:30 until 
1:00.  The program has yet to be determined.  
Registration will be $8.00.  Lunch will be served 
and physical offerings will be food for the Grace 
Lutheran Church Food Pantry. 

 All women of the conference are urged 
to attend the C/SIS Spring Retreat at Lady of 
the Snow, a retreat/convention center in 
Belleville, IL on March 19, 2011 as well as the 
LSSI Luncheon/Style Show/Silent Auction on 
April 9, 2011 to be held at St. Johnôs Lutheran 
Church, Springfield, IL. 

 Approximately 12 women from the West 
Central Conference attended the ñGather at the 
Riverò retreat held in Alton, IL on September 18
-19, 2011. 
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NORTHWEST CONFERENCE 
Anne Hunsaker 
 
ñFight the Good Fightò 
 

 The Northwest Conference met on October 30th at the St. Peterôs Lutheran Church in 
Arenzville.  The program was ñFight the Good Fight-The Armor of Godò.  During coffee time we had 
an ice-breaker with a shield of different squares of who shares your birthday, number of grandchil-
dren, favorite flower, color of eyes, etc. 
 We then had a worship service with the theme of ñFight the Good Fightò.  Their pastor, Pastor 
Cindy Krause gave the homily.   
 The program was ñDress the Soldierò.  We were divided into groups to decorate the shield, 
belt, shoes, etc.  
 Immanuel of rural Carthage will host the Spring 2011 gathering.  The Arenzville church ladies 
finished with a very nice salad luncheon for all to enjoy.  St. Peterôs Lutheran of Coatsburg was in 
charge of registration. 

Offering Form Notes 
As a courtesy to you, church-wide offers you the option to order a large number of offering 

forms:  A, B, and/or C for SWO Events (50 or more) at no charge to you.  Feel free to call 

Laura Barkenquast, the resource staff person at: 1-800-638-3522 ext 2737 or e-mail her at 

laura.barkenquast@elca.org. 

For Church Unitôs to Order More Offering Forms: 

ñAò and/or ñBò or other items listed below, please contact Augsburg Fortress, our distribution center at: 1-800-

328-4648.  You will only be charged for postage. 

 

The following stewardship supplies are available: 

Item    ISBN or Reference Number 

Offering Form ñAò  6-0001-2513-5 (in multiples of 12) 

Offering Form ñBò  6-0001-2514-3 (in multiples of 12) 

Offering Envelope  6-0001-3469-X (packaged in 100ôs) 

 

FORMS A & B can now be downloaded at: www.womenoftheelca.org.  Look across the top of the bar, click 
on the word ñResourcesò look in the left hand side of the page and scroll down until you get to ñOffering 
Transmittal Formsò click on this link and then click on the form you wish to printout.  Print out the form then 
cut to size and mail to the appropriate address. 

 

Churchwide website: http://www.elca 

Please make note of the address for our treasurer, An-
nette Flanigan.  Annette will be willing to help any of 
those with questions as to which form to use, if in ques-
tion, just send a note with where the money came from.   
 
Annette Flanigan 
1290 South Lincoln Avenue 
Kankakee IL 60901 
 
H: 815-935-5542 
Email: flanielip@comcast.net 

PLEASE NOTE:   The Stewardship Planning 

Guide was mailed the first part of September.  If 

you have not received yours, you may need to 

check in the church office or contact Churchwide 

to request one. 
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President: Trish Deppermann 
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Treasurer: Annette Flanigan 
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Upcoming Events: 

 

Synod Spring Event  

March 19, 2011 @ Lady of the Snow,  

Belleville, Illinois 

LSSI Style Show, April 9, 2010 @ 

St. John Lutheran Church, Springfield, IL 

 Eighth Triennial Gathering  

July 14-17, 2011 @ 

Spokane, Washington 

 C/SIS Biennial Convention,  

September 16 & 17, 2011  

@ St. Johnõs Lutheran, Springfield, Illinois 

 

Thank you to the ladies who took time from 

their busy schedules to attend the fall retreat.  

The weather was practically perfect and the 

programs at the museum in Alton were out-

standing.  Thanks also to Karen Veith, who co-

ordinated the even and the WELCA synodical 

board who worked out logistics, devotions and 

more.  From tours of the lock and dam, to din-

ner on the terrace overlooking the river, to wor-

ship Sunday morning, the retreat was meaning-

ful, educational and lots of fun.  IF you missed 

this event, try to join us for the next one!   

Thi Bowden 

Chairwoman for Mission Growth 
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Central/Southern Illinois Synodical  

Women of the ELCA   

announces the 

Spring Event 

άaƛƴŘΣ .ƻŘȅ ϧ {ǇƛǊƛǘέ 

March 19, 2011 

Lady of the Snow  

Retreat/Convention Center 

Belleville, Illinois 

Multiple venues addressing the mind, body 

and spirit culminated with a joint program.   

Watch for your registration 

packet after January 1st! 



 

The day is drawing closer.  Registration is now open!  If you havenõt 

received a registration booklet yet you can go to 

www.womenoftheelca.org  to register.  The C -SIS has 10 rooms re-

served at the Fairfield Inn in Spokane.  You must however guarantee 

those rooms before November 15 th.  Please contact Cindi Eidson 

618 697 -0446 or eidson1960@msn.com  for more gathering info.  

http://www.womenoftheelca.org
mailto:eidson1960@msn.com

